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INPORTANT FROM 36UTH CAROLINA.

Arival of the Great Naval and Military
Expedition at Port Royal Island.

THE FLEET IN THE GALE.

Total Loss of the Transport Ocean
Express and Steamer Union.

Opening Bombardment
of Beaufort.

Probable Capture of the Rebel
Batteries.

Pwo Union Gunboats Re-
ported Disabled.
Commodore Tatnall ln Com~
mand of the Rebels.

SEETCH OF PORT ROYAL AND BEAUFORT,
&, &o., &

Fosrams Mowmow, Nov. T,1861.

T)earn that a physician of the Unitod Statea Navy, who
waa ment to Norfolk on Mondey, with a flag of truce, by
Gan. Wool, on some business of hia own, was brought back
this aftornoon by a rebal flag of truce,

He reporis that telegraphic despatches were recclive!
40-day at Norfolk that our fleet was then—the Tth inst.—
bombarding Port Royal, 8. C., and the work on both sides
‘was very sharp and hot.

Two of the transporis—one supposed 1o be the Ovcan
Express, having ammunition on board, and the Union,
earrying horsea—went ashore during the gale,

The Union was wrecked on Rogue’s Beach, and out of
eighty horsos fifteen were saved.

The Ocean Express wont ashore at KiH Devil Shoals.

Both vessols had crews of seventy.-thres men,all of
whom were saved, taken prisoners, and sent to Raleigh,
N o

1 also learn that the telegraph at Norfolk ls in conatan!
operation, bringing from the ecene of operations de.
spatches,

The wildest excitement exists among the rebels in Nor-
folk, also among the peoplo at this point,

The Unlon was a new vessel, built in Now York, an!
was intended for the use of the Quartermaster's Liopart
saent here, but was transferred to Capfain Saxton, Juar
termaster to General Sberman. She was & very [ust
waller, and proposed to be the retarn vessel to bring tho
mnewe of tho result,

During last evening numerons rockoets and other fire-
works were displayed from Norfolk, ss seen from New,
port News. It was probably owing to the slection beld in
tho Confederate Siates on the 8th inst. The supposition
@ that Port Royal is reduced, and that our troops hud
effected a landing by this time.

To-morrow we expect full particulars, us s vessel i
bourly expected.

The Baltimors boat is detained, having run oo the bar,
and will not get off until ten o'clock.

Forruoss Mownon, Nov. T, 1861,

The 5. R. Spaulding left for Hutterns lnlet last evening,
with a cargo of commissary etores. It is more than
probable that some of the troops will return in har.

It is nnderstood ai Old Poind that Hatteras Inlet s
place of s0o much importance to be abandoned. Should
tho Twentieth Indiana regiment return to Old Polnt ite
place will bo Immediately supplied by a large force.

By a fiag of truce just from Norfolk we have news of
tho fleet, but provokingly meagre, as the only person
who came down was bound by parcle to reveal no par
ticalars,

* Qur flcet wae bombarding Port Royal, which wis sald
16 bo in & eritical condition, and Just ready (o surrender,

The steamer Union, with a cargo of horses and stores,
sad®apother transport, whose name is nol given, were
Joat during the gale, one at Kill Devil Shoals,and the
other at Rogue's Beach, on the const of North Carolita,

The erews of both vessels—seventy-thres in number—
are now prisoners ut Raleigh, N. €. It 8 not known
whothor any were lost; but fifteon horses were saved.

The executive officer of the Minuesota states, upon i
formation received by the flag that the tleat wus bom-
barding Port Royal, and meeting with & warm receplion
the rebaels baving been prepuring for them.,

The above reached Norfolk to-day by tolegraph.

The roported resigoation of General Wool s news at
@ld Point”

The United States gunboat Monticello will leave for the
Wlockade off Wilmington in & couple of days.

General Pholps states that the rebels are bolder and
more numerous than ever near Newport News,

Formaew Moxaom, Nov. 7, 1861,

A gentleman, by flag of truce from Norfolk, brings the
mtelligrnce that auring the gale Wwo transports of the ex.
pedition—ihe Union and & sailing voesel whose name he
doea not remember—went ashore on Kill Devil Shoals and
Rogue's beach, oo the coast of North Carolina

The Union had horses on board, all but fifteon of which
wore lost. Soventy-three méh on bosrd were taken pri-
Boners and cunveyed to Ralelgh,

The other transport had ordnance stores.

The gentleman by whom this intelligence ls bronght
feeln bound in homor to communicate nothing further,

1 feel nuthd¥izod In saying the above was received at
Norfolk on Tuesday, at which time the floet had not
Sanded, but was congregated off Fort Royal, Besufort, and
wan engaging the batteries there; thal ope of our gun
boats had boan disabled by the rebel guus, and another
was 0g d; that C Tatpall, the robel com®
mander, was About to take her.

It was first reported that the Groat Republic had been
Bost, but it proved 1o be incorrect.

The rebel commander had a small steamer under his
eontrol, aud threatened to go out and seize one of the ves.
pels of the fleet, which had been driven on a lee shore,
with troops on board of her. On the whole, the news ja
M-_,_‘ f bl

i ag of an h ;

Thin intelligonce comes through & source supposed to
sympathize with the rebels, and is claimed to be derived
from one of Geoeral Huger's aids,

Bavrmons, Nov. 8, 1861.

The geatleman who camo under the flag of truce from
Norfolk yesterday, says ho brought all that is known
with regard to the fleet, and tho stories afloat attributed
to him are false. All Be koows s that a despatch had
Plen received at Norfolk that oneof our vessels was
disabled by ‘the rebel's batteries, and anothel
was sground nesr Port Royal, Two vessela had been
wracked on the North Carolina coast; ome, the Union,
the other unknown. Seventy-three priseners wore
faken to Raleigh, and Ofteen horses saved from the Union.
He begr that the prese generaily will ot make him say
anything else,

THE EXPEDITION.

The all absorbing tople of interest at the present mo,
meot is the great naval and military expodition, which
our telegraphic reports nform us has selected its sgene or
operations. This, it appears, is Benufort, 8. C., a smal)
sown, or, accord.ng 1o Bouthern parlance, & eity, situated
on tho east slde of the harbor of Port Royal  Bolow we
give o doncription of Port Royal and its viciaity, inelnd-
ing the aity of Beaufurt and the poluts which couder it a
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place of great importance, both to the robels, us one op
defence and resistance to extended invasion, and to the
commanders of the expedition, as regards their future
operatious againkt the citles of Charleston and Savannah,
the principal cities of Bouth Carolina and Georgin. Ever
since the departure of the expedition, the public misd bag
felt increasing agiwation aa to the destination of tho
fleat, & state of feeling greatly intensifiod by the tempest
of Saturday Inst, which awakened genoral fears na to ita
ealety. Those fears were groatly allayed, however, by
the return to Fortress Monroe of two of the vosscls,
which, in the storm referred to, were separated from the
main body. These were, first, the stenmer Belvidere,
which returned to Old Polot on Monday, the 4th of No-
vember, oxactly six days from {8 sailiug. Then the
Florida, boat, | gh, carrying nine
gung, which was disabled in the storm off Cape Fear at
the same time that the Belvidere sufforod her injuries,
and which arrived st Philadelphia on the samo day that
the Belvidere reached Fortress Monroe. The report of the
Belvidere wag that sho had been so roughly handled in
the storm that a considerable portion of her uppor works
had beon stove in, and that twelve of the horsss which
she cirried for the land forees hiad been killed, Co

This report of the Moaticello gave general sut sfnction
and restored confllence to & conkiderabie extent through-

out the whole ity, ding its infl a aven Lo
Wall strect. Besides these versals, which only separaied
from the {leet In eousequence of the gale of Friday, the
0. M, Petit, s small chartered tughoat, and the two ferry

boats, Ethan Allen and Commodnore Perry, were pnable to
copo with the heuvy sea they encountered at the first and
compelled to put back. They all arrived safe. Theoa
voisels wore of no great importance Lo the resulis hoped for
from the floet, mave that the ferryboats, as intended, might
e useful in landing troops. Several days, howoever, arain
clapsed, bringing no further accounts beyonil such as we
published from Southern puperi, the whole tenor of
which confirmed the view exprossed by us in our de-
seription of Port Royal—that this harbor would o adl
probability be selected as the point of debarkation. 1t is
evident that our eommanders then wero ri;ht.]n running
the fieet into this sate and capacions harbor, nnd selecting
the lnnd a8 o per ut. stronghold for an encamp-
ment, and as a poid d'apymi for futare land operations,
which might bo directed simaltaneously agninst Charles-
ton and Sfavannsh, whose fortiffeations might also be
Balnly ked §a the rear by land expeditions moving

to return, or at all evenls abandoning the flest undv:;
these eircumstances, she could give no other account of
tho fleet but that it was off Capa Fear when the storm
burst upon It. The Fiorida stood out the early
brant of the storm, which wns first oxperiencey
goon after leaving Hampton Bowads, bot saecumbed 1o
tha soverity of tho gals on Thursday night, which
glightly digabled her machinery, aod sliv also put hedm
about when off Cape Fear, steering for Philadelphin,  The
Fiorida bad no troops nor horses on board, The bark
Honduras reported that betwoen Cape Vear asd Charios
tom, & 0., oo the morning of the 4th, ehe pagsed a large
naval feot; “the wind had thea abated.” Thoe most

satisfoctory Information was bronght 1o uk by the Montl
eelln, from the blockade of Savannaly, who reported that
Bho passed the whels fest moviig alung fpely on

Baturdsy oight, within tlirty miles of Bull's bay.

from Basufort. But the very advantages Port Royal
presentod for a hostile landiug bhave made it also, a8 wa
learn from our yesterdey’s despatches, & polnt of particu-
Inr attention to the rebels for some time pest, during
which they must bave erected strong fortitieations to
harags the landing of our troops.  This will be seen
from the Bouthern reports which wa publieh In snother
column, and which state that the flect wan bombarding
Port Royal and meoting with a warm reception, the
rebels Ly (g beon propared for them. At the latest in-
formation the troops had not lnnded. The vessels ware
ongaging (i batteries, and one of our gunboats had boen
disabiled by the robel guns, another belug aground , which
wag likely to il fnto the hands of Commodore Tatuall,
who was in command of therabels. A war vessel is also
reparted o bo disabled, and a later account says the forco
had been lnnded,

Teugito g 1o be enshied within a fow houra to report the
gucesss of the flect in there waters, we return Lo report
what furtler sccidents befel it in the storm which pre-
valled aling the line of coast It was gont forth to menace,
W have no accounta guhsequent to that of the Monticsllo
uutil the receipt 6f thoge which come to us vis Forteess
Wourve wnder s flag of truge from Norfolk,
Va, and which we give In full In another
clumn. From this mcarce we learn that during
the gale two transports, the Unplen steamer, and the
magn/ficent clipper #ailing ship Ocean Express, were
wreckod, the former on Kill Dev) shoals, oar Albomirle
Sound, snd Lhe Iatter off Bogue Inlet, on tho lnd polat of
which s Fort Macon, one of the fortifications of Deaufort,
N. €. The roport states that the Unjon had horses ou
beard, all but fifteen of which wera lost. Seventy
throo  mon  wern taken prisapers and  convoye!d
to Haleigh. The report of the loss of the Great
Republie I8 contradicted.  Another  roport  says
that threa transporte were lost, names aod  par.
tionlars not given.  Theso accounts, however, must bo
taken with cuusidorable allowance, in view of the qoarter
whenos they come %o us,

THE GREAT FLEET.

The naval expedition sallod from Hampton Roads on
the morning of Tuesday, tho 29th of Ostober, under the
choering influence of beautiful weather; the musle of the
regimental bands, from that on board of the Wabash to
thie rearmost guaedian of the squadron; the cheers of thi
thousanils who were going forth to battle mingling with
the stentorisn y of their bled brothers in
arms oo the beach amd on the ramparta of Old Points

pow lost, and again breaking forth  bLeiween the
thundorings of the cannon, whose rude throats jolnod
the general acelaim which 1 that tho exped
was fairly on (e way.

Tho nayal part of the i was in 1 of—

SAMUFL F. DUPOXT,

VESSLLS COMPRISING THE EX
Naval verBel. . ... oie e paba
BLmIER . v iaoaniens
Forryboms. ... .00ueee
Steam transporls, ...,
Bailing vissels, ., . .
Steambonts .,

rwm(.

Thig is exclunive of the Sabine, Borquehanna, St. Law-
rence, Dale, Savannab, Flag, and othor vessela of the
blocknding squadron, which were to have jolned the
expedition a8 it passed the points off which they wore
slationed.

Tho strength of the ennmerated vessels, amounting to
eighty-four, was reduced at the time of reaching Port
Royal and commencing the bombardment of tho reboy
batteries there erected | by the withdrawal, firet, from .
abllity to keep up with the squadron, of the ferrylboats
Ethan Allen, Commodors Porry and the tughoat 0. M-
Pettit: following them the return of the Belyvidere and
the Florida, disabled n the gale off Cape Fear. Our latop
aceounts further reduce the fleot by the reported Joss of
the steamor Union and the Ocean Express, sailing vessel
We have'nlso reported from Port Royal ono gunboat dis-
abled mwd another aground, These roduace the totalof
the feet up (o latest accounts Lo seveniy-live, as sbhown
by thoe following table—

Original strongth of the foet leaving Hampton........ 84
DELUCT.

1. Balyidore, returned disabled.

2, Florida, returned disabled,

& Commodore Perry, peparated from the fleet,

4. Ethan Allen, reparated from the lont,

b, O M. Potuit, sepurated from thgfleot.

6. Unlon, ashore in gale.

7. Ocoan Express, ashore in gale,

B, Gunboat (not wamed ), deabled in sction,

9. Gunhoat (not named ), aground.

In all hors du combat, .......... 9

Total ready for mvicn..‘-‘rb

THE MILITARY FOROE.

Flag Captali.ovy consans verr - CHARLES NAVIS,
Flog Lioutemmpt. ..., vvessssessasss o SAMUEL PRESION,

Thoe military strength of the expedition (s snpposed to

PRICE TWO CENTS,

DIVESION COMMAKDER,

Acting Major Gencral,. Prig. Gen. THOR. W, STTRRMAN,
COMMANDERS OF BRIGADRS,

Fibert L. Viele, lsnac Ingalls Stevena and Horatio Gavs
Wright.
Thare aro varions other regimonts—as for inskance the
Third Rhode Inland, Colonal Rrown; fhe Massachesetin
Twenty-fwst, Colonel Morse; the Engineer Viluntear bat-
tallon, Colinel 1. W, Bervall—a corps of Seppors and Ml
ners which joined the expedition at Fortrens Monroe, and
which we eannot Jocate fn any particular brigade; and
there may bo wtill others embarked b that aud othee
it of which we have as yot no definite information.
1 whdition to the regular land foros ascompanying the
expodition, there-is also w battalion of United States ma-
Flnos utider the command of Major Royoolds, The entire
millitary arm of the expadition miy safaly b ostimatod,
however, st eertainly not less than 20,000 men—for
(bt rmost pact pleked troops detalled (rom General Me-
Clellan s eommand for this pario ar sorvice,
Dt of the moest impostant offf e coqmectel with the
oxpodition = Colanel Chw, O, 70 te, of the Unjted
Hluted Const Survey.  This oflov: o a Lo sssemod (0 be
perfoctly famitiae with tha gono ol opography of the
pirt ol the Sonthorn eoast to whiol Lo axpodition s dl®
reeted, he having made the suryey o @ from Capo  Fear®
W BE Marys river In 1852 Agan 1864, & reconnols,
“anen of the copst of South Caralin: was mgdo, from the
Yeliley river to Lie Bantog, Colonel Rout Mo acting in the
eapacity of officar of natraMomienl and magnetie ohserva”
Hoos, He also was engaged n aubsequent sarveys along
the name eonst up b0 1857, and moet Lthorefore hive ae
quired u mest thorough knowledies of 1t in all s !»nl.ur*
‘The presence of sach an offieer with the expedition is o
tho proatost moment,
A very officient signal corps |8 also attached to the ax”
pedition, under the immodiate eharge of Licutonant Da
mont,

ARTILLERY.

Battery of slx guns. ... Captain John Hamilion.

Thin battery ronsists mostly of Parrot rifled eannon,
and forms part of the noted Eherman hattery, which the
rebels hive vo often bonsted of having captured,

Ag ot Rayal, then, is the theatre of action soloated by
the naval and military commanders of the expedition,
and where 10 s hoped it will achieve the grent resnlis ax-
peeted from ite valor aud ite devotion (o the couse it has

g forth to uphold, we lny bufore onr readers graphie
deseriptions of the harbor of Port Hoyal, its immediate
surroundings, aud of the elty of Heanfort, whish stands

at the head of the waters of (he harbor.

SKETCHES OF PORT ROYAL AND BEAUFORT.
TORT ROYAL.

Port Royal (n fifteen miles northeaat from the entrance
of Savannah eiver, and (8 perhaps the most unportang
print on the Atlaotie eomst of all the Scuthern States
which barder upon that sea for the purposs of a hostile
visne,

The entrance iteell 3 an inlet from the Atlantic, o
Intitudle thirty-two degrees cight minotes porth, A0ty
il southwest of Charlegton, amd fifteen miles northenst
of Tyhee Tnlet, the entranece of Savaunaly river, The
oponing from the Atlentie 18 belwoen Eiding Isiand and
Hvos Hond Island, and ab that polnt 38 about throa miles
wile, The prolongation (nward of Port Roysl eutrance is
ealled Brond river and Port Royal river,  Runolog ap thig
for abiout twenty-five miles, bewding off exatward through
the Covgaw river, and eoming out to thes Atlantic agiln
through St Helena Sound, you have an irregular aren of
about twenty-five miles by fifteen.  This amphiblous re-
wlon s gut up by numerons rlvers, crecks and inlets into
npreat wany ielands (Sea lslands) of various sizon, the
clijef of which are Port Royal, 81, Holeon, Parie, Ladios,
Coosaw , Morgan, Dathaw, Eddiog, Chapling, 'rentis and
Hunbig.

Alpng the coagt of South Carelina, ax of North Carolins
wnilorgin, strotches a low and narrow sand bar—a
Jind of dofensive outwork to the land—seldom inhabited
excopt by loat Indians sud ruoaway negroes, who sub-
=it by hunting and fabing. At distant intervals (hore
are ghnllow branches through which the quiet tide stoals
I twico o day, swelling the natural lagoons and dunming
tho outlet of the frerh water stroam til the current e
destroyed and turned back, aod (el locd dissorsed (ar
iid wide over the debatabie land of the Cyroes Swamp,
Then, when the beavy rains in the interior huve swollen
tha rivers, their eddying currents deposii atl along the
wiigop of the sundy {slands and capes tha rich freighue
they have brought from the calearsons or granitic moun-
inine in which they riso, with tho organic waste of the
proat forests through which they fow. Thia s the soll
of the ries aod eotton pluutations, which are always
found in such parts of the tidal swamps adjoining the
muinland or the sandy islands as aro left nearly dry ab
thirobb of the watie.

The region aronmlt Port Royal entrance and isiand hag
a glrange, ovontful and romaatie bistory. It wis, |
Fact, the first seitlod spot on the const of North America.
How luteresting, in view of our expedition, to read the
stony of another expedition to the sama locality just
three hundred years ago. Tha Nrst colony was senk oud
by Admiral Coligni, m goalous Protestant, ahd theu oneof
the Mudetere of the Crown, who, st the tme of the war
holween tt e French Protestants and the Catholles, obe
wamed permiesion of Charles IX, to plant a eoloay of Pro-
testants in Florida—a name then appliod nlso to o groat
part of the Southern coast, Commond of two vessale
wie neeos Hegly given to Jean Ribault, Yo man expert in
cun caigen, ' and in the epring of 1562 he landed on the
Vlorida coust.  Badling northward, be discoversd several
tivers, ona of which, from “the fairness and larganess of
It harbor,”” he called the Port Royal river. The old
chronieler, Landonders, who 1 the expeditions
teseribog the seene in glowing colors,  Splendid foreate,
slores feafooned with rich grape clusters, birds of Lril.
lisot plumoge, stogs and doer in the luxurlant savun
nahs, A8 the coggmander cast his eye wcross the
waters of the beautiful river before him, says Lando.
nlere, and measured the breadth of its mouth wad the
depth of ita soundings, he porsusded himsell that “all
the argesies of Venive could rido upon its bosom.'  Ag”
oordingly, upon the lsland o fow miles up Port Royal
rivar ho erected, it s sald, on the very spot where the
town of Beaufort now slands, & pillar with the arms of
Franee, sl n a few duys after built s fort, which, in
tonor of his King, Charles IX, , he called Charles' Forte—
Arz Carolina—{rom whiclh elroumstance thg country took
the name of Carolina,  Ritinalt reminded the eolonists thag
they wore now occupants of & “vast eountry , filled with
pvory goodly promise, where every man was to be
honared, not for his birth or fortune, but on account of
tis own persoual achicvoments." Thus W was on thas
vory #pot that, for tho first time, three hundred years
agu, on the North. American coast, the fag of a civilized
aoluny might be seen by the approachiug mariner. But
thiik first Fredch colony did oot tlourish, and after sending
out apother to the same logality, the French, in 1667, gave
up all {des of making settlpments.

It was almost a contury aftor this before the English
began to golonkze around Port Royal. Early in the sevon-
tecnth cantury Lord Cardross led o colony from Ecotiund
anil sottled at Port Royal; but this place, climing, from
an ngroement with the Lords Proprietaries, co-ordinate
authority with the Governor and Grand Council of Charles-
can, it was gompelled, with cir of outrage, 10
scknowiedge submission,

1n 1670 Willlam Sayle was sent out as Governor, and in
his letter of instructions he was told to Ycause all the
peopte at Port Royal t swonr allegiance to our sovereign
lupd the King, and subscrive fidelity to the proprietors
apd the form of government established by them,"

With regard to the capabilities of Port Reyal, an Fng.
i writer spoke of It as fullows —The whole royal navy
might ride with safety in Port Royal haxbor. lis situstion
renders it an 11l for a of ships in
time of war."

A gauce st thelmap will show that a mors vulnerably
spot for striking at the rebels could not be solectod, On
either hand le Georgla and South Carolina, with their
eapitals, Charleston and Savannab, the hotbods of peges-
flon. The communication between the cities would be
tha frat to be seized, the distance betwoen the two clties
being 104 miles, and a force moving np the waters from
Bemvfort would strike the road at Pooolalego, iy five
miles (rom Charleston and forty-nine from Savanuah, by
which means Charleston or Eavanvah could be taken on
tho rear. The forts and batteries of both harbors would
thus be rendered uselees as 1o their
cities.

pectivg
BEAUFORT.

Steering for Port Royal harbor, th courss, aftor laking

bearings, (8 dun west for St Michael's Hoad, within Gitesa

conals t of about 20,000 men. 1t iy organized as follows~

{CONYINUED ON EIGHTH PAGE)




